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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE  

Welcome to the 2019-20 school year!! I am so very proud to serve as the 
leader of Magnolia School, and look forward to continuing the traditions 
of this great program. Our primary goal, as determined by the faculty 
and staff, is to lead students to the highest level of independence regard-
ing their education, employment, and community involvement, in order 
to enhance their quality of life. We strive to ensure that our students are 
well prepared to meet their graduation requirements via the ACCESS 
Points Curriculum, and that they are well positioned to experience posi-
tive post-secondary outcomes. 

Upon returning from the summer break, the Magnolia Priorities were 
presented to staff members, as our framework for moving forward 
throughout the school year. Our laser focus will be on the following: 

· Enhancing Student Achievement 

· Developing Instructional Experts 

· Technology Integration 

· Enhancing Climate and Culture 

· Building Strong, Cohesive Teams 

Team Magnolia is also looking forward to our transition to the brand 
new facility, which is slated to open in August 2020. Construction began 
during the summer months, and is well underway. Our students have ad-
justed extremely well to the commotion surrounding this project, as our 
staff has maintained a focus on safety and learning. The first wall went 
up on October 15, which was a cause for celebration. It is humbling to 
know that each day of this school year will be the very last day of its kind 
in our existing building, so as a family, we are ensuring that we create 
memories that will last forever. 

At Magnolia School, we set high expectations for our students, and be-

lieve that they will reach their goals through collaborative partnerships 

between parents, community partners, and school staff. I look forward to 

the work that we all have ahead of us, and I am excited about the things 

that we have planned. Let’s make this the best school year ever! 

Sincerely,  

Latonia Green 

Principal 



DEBRA GORDON 

TEACHER OF THE YEAR 

  

ERMINE HAGLEY 

PARA OF THE YEAR 

VALDETTE BYRD 

SUPPORT PERSON 

OF THE YEAR 

 



 10/21/2019  Begin Second Marking Period 

10/23/2019 Open House @ 9:00 am 

10/23/2019 

10/30/2019 

Spooky Stroll and Roll-a-Thon @ 9:45 am 

Autumn Dance at 9:30 am 

11/5/2019 Picture Day 

11/21/2019 Teach In @ 9:30 am 

11/22/2019 Parent Recognition Ceremony 

11/25/2019 Thanksgiving Break 11/29/2019 

12/3/2019 Picture Retakes 

12/6/2019 Civitan Luncheon @ 11:30 a.m. & Santa Visit @ 12:30 pm 

12/18/2019 Winter Concert @ 9:30 a.m. Walgreens/Margarita Society Gift  
@ 10:30 am 

12/20/2019 Bridges Exit Program @ 9:30 am 

12/23/2019 End of Second Marking Period 

12/23/2019 Winter Break- 1/3/2020 

1/6/2020 Teacher Workday/Student Holiday 

1/7/2020 Begin Third Marking Period Begin Second Semester 

1/20/2020 Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday (Schools and District Offices Closed) 

2/17/2020 Presidents’ Day Holiday 

3/12/2020 End of Third Marking Period 

3/13/2020 Teacher Workday/Student Holiday 

3/16/2020 Spring Break- 3/20/2020 

3/23/2020 Begin Fourth Marking Period 

5/25/2020 Memorial Day Holiday 

5/25/2020 (Schools and District Offices Closed) 

5/27/2020 End of Fourth Marking Period/Last Day of School 

5/28/2020 Post-Planning- 5/29/2020 

2019 –2020 MAGNOLIA SCHOOL CALENDAR 



Bridges wins  

State of Florida Award 

The staff at Brookdale Senior Living wrote letters of nomina-

tion for the Florida Health Care Activity Coordinator Associa-

tion Volunteer of the Year.  Ms. Tuck's class won as Volun-

teer of the Year for the state of Florida. Ms. Tuck attended 

the conference with Chris Gerard (shown here) and was 

awarded the plaque for her class this summer.  Brookdale is 

a Partner in Education member and one of the Community 

Based Vocational Educational training sites that welcomes 

our Bridges students with open arms. Students assist with 

tasks in the dining room and working on the floors. The resi-

dents have grown fond of our students and misses them dur-

ing the summer.  

THANK YOU TO BROOKDALE FOR BEING A FANTASTIC PIE! 

 
Shelley Braun’s class in Room 310 

The year has started off strong in Ms. Braun’s class. The students 

have been working very diligently at increasing both their daily 

living and work-related skills.  Every morning, they are learning to 

go through the cafeteria line on their own and complete a daily 

hygiene routine. The class has recently started going off campus 

to Primrose Center twice a week which has been a great experi-

ence to the Bridges newcomers. Primrose Center, an Adult Day 

Training Center, has been transforming the lives of people 

with intellectual and developmental disabilities in Central Florida 

since 1952 and is another proud Partner in Education with the 

Magnolia’s Bridges program. Students have also been hard at 

work making magnets and perfecting wildflower seed bombs! 

Look for these items and more at the Bridges Boutique during 

Open House.  

 
Can You Believe it? 

    

    It’s almost that time again! 

 

DON’T GET CAUGHT   

WITHOUT YOUR CARDS! 

 

Place your order for the  

Magnolia Holiday card today. 

See Karen Day 

Coming soon: Bath products, pens, 

magnets and flower bombs! 



 
Ms. Wilkins students all are at a new site for them, 

Embassy suites. The students are experiencing 

new skills and interacting with staff, guest and Ad-

ministration well. The students are very happy 

and enthusiastic to go to work every day. They 

work in food and beverage cleaning tables, filling 

salt & pepper shakers. In the laundry room they 

are folding towels, sheets, and pillow cases. On 

the floors they are cleaning rails, staircases, win-

dows and stripping rooms.  

 

 

Brookdale Assisted Living center ran a school 

supplies  drive for Magnolia students. The center 

collected crayons, folders, lunchbox and note-

books. The students from Ms. Tuck's staff creat-

ed a thank you, thanking the center for the 

school supplies.  

It’s not ComicCon!  

              It’s not MegaCon! I 

                           It’s Magnolia’s own CommuCon! 

October 1st started the first meeting of the Communication 

Club. The Club meets monthly at 12:50 to 1:30 in Hotel Mag-

nolia and is open to all students with communication devices.  

Faye Warren is an ACC coach/mentor for students who com-

municate through using a device. The students have a great 

time talking, laughing, and perfecting their skills and 

knowledge of their devices. This practice in a natural environ-

ment helps our students become more at ease and comforta-

ble using their devices at school, home, and the community. 

You can see from last year’s picture, everyone is having a 

great time! We hope all communication users can join us. 

 

THANK YOU BROOKDALE FOR CARING! 

Karen Day’s class is working diligently in the 

gift shop on Wednesdays. The students are 

learning all the different skills needed to 

create greeting cards that we can sell! 

Right now, we are working on a huge order 

that goes out to our Partners in Ed at Embas-

sy Suites hotel! 

We will be making over 300 perfect cards in 

the next couple weeks! Way to go Gift Shop 

Team: Michael, Justin, Corbin, Khoa, Blake, 

Ambrose, Killian and Omaet 



We Aim To Serve… 

Hope CommUnity Center Apopka is Bridges newest Part-
ner in Education and CBVE site. Hope CommUnity Center is 
a service learning community dedicated to the empower-
ment of Central Florida’s immigrant and working poor 
communities through Education, Advocacy and Spiritual 
Growth. One of the greatest things we learn at Hope Com-
mUnity, is how to be of service to others. No job is too 
small when it helps someone else. On our first day, the 
workers and volunteers there were having a birthday cele-
bration for one of the founding Nuns, Sister Anne. They 
invited us in to the celebration. We all introduced our-
selves and Ms. Kaufman-Long gave a little speech about 
what we do at Magnolia and what we hope to do with 
HCC. Afterwards, Stanley serenaded the Sister with 
“Happy Birthday” and we all posed for the above picture.  
 
Randi Kaufman-Long’s Class 

 
CFHLA ANNUAL ADOPT A SCHOOL KICK OFF LUNCHEON— EMBASSY SUITES INTERNATIOAL DRIVE 360 

Dr. Arleen Thomson and Lisa Rodenberry had the honor of 

attending the 18th Annual Adopt a School Luncheon with 

Lea Niell,  HR Director for Embassy Suites (Jamaican Court). 

For 18 years and among the first hotels to Adopt a School, 

Embassy suites has supported Magnolia in so many ways.  

They have written grants for home communication kits,  

held book drives, attended Teach-In, supplied our laundry 

room, supported our “of the Year” winners, and is a host 

for our off-campus Bridges training program.  We at Mag-

nolia are eternally grateful for their unwavering support for 

our students.  

GUESS WHO HAS TO GO? 

CINDY LUKASIK 

The Sun, Sand, and Sea Await and a brand new Granddaughter. 

After 30 years, we bid our wonderful Cindy a fond farewell and 

good luck as she moves into an exciting new phase in her life… 

RETIREMENT 

Wednesday October 16 



 

 



 
National Security Officer Appreciation Week 

Hard work, brave, caring, intelligence, hilarious, dependa-

ble, and selfless are the traits that Raul Berrios shows to 

everyone at Magnolia each and every day.  Arriving be-

fore dawn, he walks his route to make sure our school is 

secure for when our students arrive, responds to all radio 

calls, and keeps our SROs updated on our students.  

Thank you to Embassy Suites International Drive for 

awarding him a complimentary 2 nights stay to show 

their appreciation for keeping us safe! 

 

By Coach Law 

 

October 5, we had our first Special 

Olympics Competition in bowling.  

We had over 31 students competing 

in the first event.  We had seven 

teams with four students on each 

Team, one doubles team and three 

singles. 

We are one of the largest teams in 

Orange County.  

We received the following awards:                            

2 Teams—1st Place—Kyla Law                                    

2 Teams—2nd Place—Delta Roose-

velt                                        

2 Teams—3rd Place—Tina Waters 

2 Teams—4th Place—Eli Mathews                                     

GO MAGNOLIA!  GO MAGNOLIA!                                   

 THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT        



Bridges by Omaet Rivera 

Hello, my name is Omaet Rivera but you can 

call me “O” because it’s easier than saying my 

name. This is my first year at Magnolia’s Bridg-

es and it’s a helpful school. The first day how-

ever, I was nervous but everyone gets nervous 

on the first day. It’s a great opportunity be-

cause the teacher are helping me develop my 

work skills as well as life skills. I still feel like an 

alien, but I am able to adapt and I will always be grateful for the opportunity. 

Bravo and Publix are the job sites that I as well as the rest of Ms. Day’s class 

goes to on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, last but not least, Friday. Bravo is an 

international supermarket where there’s food products from places like Spain, 

Vietnam, and Jamaica and sometimes the places are from the U.S. like New Or-

leans. Bravo is a big supermarket but it is a small community and they keep us 

busy by having us put misplaced products back to their rightful aisles. Publix 

usually has small crowds but they have lots of work for us. I work a lot in the 

bakery, which is really cool because I like to bake and it’s an interesting depart-

ment in Publix.  

I still feel nervous at school and at the job site but it’s worth it because it 

doesn’t just help me find a job, it gives me a path to follow and to be the person 

I want to be. To all the parents who are looking to give their kids an opportunity 

to increase the skills they need, I definitely recommend Magnolia with the 

Bridges program.  

 

OUR FIRST WALL IS UP! 



TRAINS, BUSES, AND LYMMO….by David Creath 

On Friday 10/11 Seven classrooms combined to do some “real world learning” for the culmination of our 

unit on Transportation. The combined classes of Mr. Creath, Ms. Tuck, Ms. Lopez, Ms. Wilkins, Ms. Day, 

Ms. Long and Ms. Carattini studied both the SunRail system and the City bus system to plan our trips.  We 

all started at the Sunrail station in Altamonte.  There we learned the basics of safety from Ms. Stewart of 

SunRail.  We boarded our train and off we went.  For many of the students this was the first time riding 

the train.  We rode it all the way down to Church St. Station.  There the classes separated and went to 

their respective restaurants to enjoy a lunch.  After lunch students rode the downtown Lymmo bus system 

in order to get to where we would meet our busses to return to Magnolia. This trip has become a yearly 

tradition and is vital to our students to give them the experience of handling public transportation.  Once 

our Bridges students get jobs, many of them will have to rely on this transportation system in order to get 

to their jobs.  Overall the trip was a success and a good time was had by all. 


